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Government Reform Committee To Examine Employee  

and Customer Safety at Former Brentwood Postal Facility 
 
What: COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM OVERSIGHT HEARING: 
“OPEN FOR BUSINESS: ENSURING EMPLOYEE AND CUSTOMER SAFETY 
AT THE FORMER BRENTWOOD POSTAL FACILITY” 
 
When: Thursday, OCTOBER 23, 2003, 1:30 p.m. 
 
Where: ROOM 2154 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

 
This hearing will examine the status of efforts to reopen the United States Postal 

Service’s center on Brentwood Road in Washington, D.C., which closed on October 21, 
2001 because of anthrax contamination.   

 
The hearing will obtain views regarding safety issues involved in the reopening of 

the building.  The purpose of the hearing is to ensure that the facility is clean and to make 
sure new security measures are taken to prevent contamination or another bio-terrorist 
attack. 
 

The 632,000 square feet facility with a workforce of about 2,400 was closed on 
October 21, 2001 after United States Senators Tom Daschle of South Dakota and Patrick J. 
Leahy of Vermont received anthrax-laced letters in their offices at the Hart Senate Office 
Building.  The letters had been processed through the Brentwood Facility.  Two postal 
workers died and two others became seriously ill after inhaling anthrax spores released at 
the facility.  Many workers were treated with antibiotics and were displaced.  After the 
anthrax incident claimed the lives of two dedicated postal workers, the facility name was 
changed to the Joseph Curseen Jr. and Thomas Morris Jr. Mail Processing and Distribution 
Center (Curseen and Morris P & DC). 
 



This is a follow-up to a hearing held on July 26, 2002 examining the clean-up 
efforts of the USPS’s Brentwood Processing and Distribution Center.  The facility will 
open for business in November and the Committee will review proposed measures to 
ensure employee safety and other issues involving the reopening of the building.   

 
Witnesses will be asked to address the following questions:  Has the facility 

been decontaminated successfully and is it ready for workers to return?  How have 
employees been informed about the latest developments?  What choices are employees 
given?  Will they have to return to the facility, and when they return what precautions will 
be taken to ensure their safety? 

 
Witnesses 
 
Bernard L. Unger, Director, Physical Infrastructure Issues, Comptroller General, U.S. 
General Accounting Office 
 
R. Davis Layne, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor, Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration, U.S. Department of Labor 
 
Thomas Day, Vice President of Engineering, U.S. Postal Service 
 
Jerry Lane, Manager of Capitol Metro Operations, U.S. Postal Service 
 
Theodore J. Gordon, Senior Deputy Director for Environmental Health Science and 
Regulation, District of Columbia Department of Health 
 
Dick Collins, Assistant to the President, National President, National Postal Mail Handlers 
Union 
 
Mike Reid, Assistant Legislative Director, American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO  
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